Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



Minium 

600088301 Q 



wn 



Occasional Papers. 



BY 



W. T. TURPIN. 



VOL. II. 



LONDON : 
G. MORRISH, 20, PATERNOSTER SQUARE, E.O. 

1884. 



/Cffo X lU 



CONTENTS. 

9 PACM 

Surpassing Glory and Surpassing Power - 1 

The Artificial and the Spiritual - - 48 

Manasseh and Ephraim 52 

The Power of Weakness .... 62 

"My Thoughts are not Your Thoughts" - 78 

This Side Jordan' and Beyond ... 97 



SURPASSING GLORY AND 
SURPASSING POWER. 

2 Cob. iii. 1— iv. 9. 

There is a great contrast introduced, in 
this third chapter, between the ministry 
which had its day on this earth and that 
ministry which is now in "progress, and, I 
may say, very near its close. It is of im- 
portance to understand what is the charac- 
ter and nature of these two ministries. 
They are in complete contrast, the former 
not answering in any measure to the latter. 
There is a distinct and definite ministry 
from heaven at this present moment, which 
has for its object a formative character 

B 
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in God's people. There are two things 
that stand out very prominently indeed in 
this ministry in contrast with the former 
ministry; and when I speak of that, of 
course I refer to that which was instituted 
on this earth at Mount Sinai, given to 
Moses with a distinct and highly definite 
purpose of God in it. These two things 
which mark the present ministry from 
the heavens are quite apart from, and not 
to be found in, the ministry from Sinai. 
They are spoken of in this third chapter, 
and cannot have escaped your attention: 
they are liberty and a formative efficiency. 
These are the great characteristics of the 
present ministry. I will speak presently of 
what the purpose of God is with respect to 
the character which this is intended to pro- 
duce in God's people ; but these are the two 
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great features of it : liberty in contrast 
with bondage, and a formative power in 
contrast with the entire absence of any- 
thing of the kind in the ministry from 
Sinai. 

To be simple about it : when the ministry 
of Sinai came it was embodied in the ten 
commandments, which were written upon 
tables of stone, and were given by God in 
the character of one who was making a 
demand upon man as he was, he being in- 
competent to answer if. That was the 
special characteristic of it. It was God 
demanding; God come to look for that 
which man had not to give. He looked, 
for instance, for righteousness, but man 
had none ; He looked for a character suit- 
able to Himself in the then revelation of 
His character, but man had not that suita- 
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bility ; and the consequence was that man, 
being unable and incompetent to render to 
God what God was claiming from him, fell 
under the condemnation and power of 
death which was attached to that ministry. 
Hence it was " the ministration of death." 
(Chap. iii. 7.) 

And that must be always a ministry of 
death which makes a demand upon man in 
the flesh. I do not care what it is; even 
the most exalted ministry that could be 
conceived from the heavens, if that minis- 
try were to come and claim from us on 
the ground of what we are, it would be a 
ministration of death, just as the Sinai 
ministry was. The moment a demand is 
made by God upon man as. he is, that 
instant condemnation is fixed upon the 
creature on whom the demand is made. 
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That is the special mark of what we may 
call the Sinaitic ministry — that worn-out 
system which is now passed away, in God's 
grace. The consequence of that ministry 
was bondage and not liberty; hence you 
see the apostle, in contrasting it here in 
this chapter, says, u The Lord is that spirit." 
It should be a small s; it is not the Holy 
Ghost: what he means to say is that the 
Lord is the spirit of all that is in the Old 
Testament. You will find certain things 
represented in the former thing, in the way 
of types, and so on ; but the spirit of it all 
was the Lord Himself. Then you have the 
Holy Ghost in the next clause: A Where 
the' Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty." 
This marks the new position in connection 
with this new ministry. The Holy Ghost 
is there ; but if the Holy Ghost be there, 
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then there must have been previously a 
ministration of the very thing that was 
formerly demanded, namely, righteousness; 
because it is the ministry of righteousness, 
and glory, and the Spirit, in contrast 
with the ministry of bondage, death, and 
condemnation. 

Well, now, that is simple enough, at 
least as to the doctrinal part of it. The 
previous order of things, and, I may 
say, that which people want to revive 
in a mongrel way now, consisted in 
God making demands upon man in the 
flesh; and, if God do so, man must 
necessarily come into the condemnation 
which inevitably flows from it, for he 
has no righteousness for God. But now 
what comes out is this : that God, from the 
glory, from the very place where that 
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blessed One is at the right hand of God, 
ministers to a creature upon this earth a 
righteousness that he had previously de- 
manded from him. He ministers it to him, 
instead of looking that man should be up 
to the glory of God, from which he had 
fallen so far short. It is a ministry of 
glory, and of righteousness, and of the 
Spirit ; that is, the Holy Ghost is the cha- 
racteristic power of everything which is 
based upon this righteousness — the pedestal 
upon which it all stands. 

But there is something more, an exceed- 
ingly blessed and important element, in 
this second ministry, far beyond what I 
have spoken of as to righteousness and the 
Spirit. It is its formative power ; the effect 
of being under the ministry of glory is to 
be transformed into the likeness of the 
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blessed One in whose face the glory shines. 
The law never did that. The law never 
made a man like itself, but condemned him 
for his unlikeness. It cursed him on ac- 
count of his shortcomings ; and, let me say, 
that if it did not do that it would cease to 
be the law. You will thus see the folly 
of taking away the penalties of the law. 
What good would it be if they were taken 
away ? If you take away the penalties of 
the law you destroy the whole power of it. 
The law, without the necessary penalties, is 
a miserable thing, good for nothing. The 
principal constituent element of law, its 
characteristic, its very nature, was this, 
that it condemned men for being short 
of its requirements. Man was short of the 
chief requirements of the law of God, and 
it condemned him necessarily because of it. 
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What is it that suits a poor, wretched 
creature now, in the full consciousness of 
his shortness, and inability, and feebleness? 
Just this, that the very thing that he had 
not for God, God has for him I Man had 
no righteousness ; God gives him righteous- 
ness. He was under bondage; God gives 
him liberty. He could not stand in the 
presence of the glory; God ministers glory 
to him. And the necessary consequence of 
that is, the formative power of which I was 
speaking. 

I ask you affectionately, are you in the 
liberty of that ministry? Do you know, 
in your soul and in your conscience, the 
liberty that comes from being under that 
ministry? That you have got a righteous- 
ness which is suited to the presence of God, 
and that the glory from whence that right- 
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eousness is ministered to you, and the One 
in whose face the whole glory of God 
shines, is just the One who suits you ; and 
beside that, as you look at that blessed 
One in all the glory of God where He is, do 
you know the transforming power and 
effect of that vision, producing in its feeble 
measure (because of the vessel upon which 
it acts) something of the likeness of Christ, 
" changed into the same image from glory 
to glory"? 

You see, it is a wonderful thing to think 
of, what the purpose of God is about it; 
and this is where the deficiency is in every 
one of our souls. The thought of God is to 
have a people on this earth walking in the 
steps of His own Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the heavens. That is His thought, 
His present thought about His people ; and 
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if you and I have not in our souls the 
sense of that, that God is seeking to have a 
people upon this earth, in their feeble mea- 
sure the reflection of His own Son in the 
heaven, how can we have that communion 
with God which apprehends His things? 
If the thought of God be to have a heavenly 
people upon this earth, in the life of His 
Son, you cannot go on with this world; 
and if this be not God's thought, what is ? 
If God be seeking to have a heavenly 
people — a people in their practices, and 
ways, and walk, and character, and rela- 
tionships, heavenly ; if that be His thought, 
then we cannot possibly go on with the 
world. I do violence at once to the pur- 
pose of God if I do. 

If we mean to go on with the world, I 
think it would be far more honest if we 



12 SURPASSING GLORY AND SURPASSING POWER. 

said, "No, God has not such a thought in 
His mind at all. His purpose is to have a 
people here to enjoy the world as much as 
they can ; that is His purpose." I think it 
is a great deal better that we should be 
honest with our hearts and conscience. 
There is nothing God hates and detests so 
much as unreality. The great thing that 
He is looking for in His people is reality, 
and not to be trifling with conscience about 
these things. Better for us to give a 
denial to the fact, and say, "God has no 
such purpose; Christ did not go up to 
heaven to form a people like Himself and 
the Holy Ghost did not come down to keep 
a people like Christ." It is better to say so 
at once, and then go on hard and fast with 
the world. There is nothing so miserable 
and detestable as a sort of truckling with 
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this wretched, polluted world, taking just 
as much of Christianity as you think will 
suit you. This is exactly what people are 
doing. They take just as much of the 
truth of God as they think will put some 
sort of status upon them; but the part 
that cuts them, that strips them of the 
thing their heart clings to, they turn it 
aside. It reminds me of what used to be 
done in days gone by, and is even now 
very common: people take and read the 
word of God — the Old Testament ; they find 
most wonderful promises and blessings, 
and prospects for the Jew, and they take 
these to themselves with the most per- 
fect self-complacency; but what is done 
with the curses ? They quietly leave those. 
This is exactly what people are doing 
with their consciences in reference to the 
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truth. They take as much of the truth of 
God as suits them, (what a terrible snare 
it is!) just as much as will make their 
consciences easy to go on with the devil 
and the world; but the part that cuts them 
asunder, that exposes them for their world- 
liness, that brings them in as short of this 
wonderful testimony, and shews them up 
with the light of God streaming upon them 
in all its brightness and glory — they turn 
aside from that. Believe me, you must 
either take Christianity or leave it You 
cannot mix Christianity and earthly re- 
ligion. This is what people are trying to 
do, but it is the destruction of the testi- 
mony of the people of God in these last 
times where it is the case. They are semi- 
Christians and semi-Jews. They find that 
God gave certain things to a people on this 
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earth, and they take them for themselves, 
thus setting aside the heavenly character of 
the testimony committed to His saints. 

But when I open such a scripture as this 
for instance, a scripture that shews me the 
beloved Son cast out of this earth, rejected, 
refused, and despised, spit upon by the 
world and the people of the world, and the 
glory of God put in the face of that blessed 
One up there whom man despised, I have 
no question whatever about the character 
of the ministry, and about the character of 
the glory. The very rejection of Christ 
upon the earth, and the very glory of Christ 
in the heavens, opens my heart to all the 
liberty that is up there, but equally shuts 
me up to the narrowness of His path down 
here. You cannot help it. And therefore 
I feel it is really of moment to bring people 
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to an issue with their consciences about it ; 
and I do feel it is a solemn thing to stand 
here and say it ; I feel, before God, it is a 
very responsible thing, to speak any word 
for God in such a moment as this ; but there 
is nothing that is working more mischief 
and more harm at the present time amongst 
the people of God than that sort of half- 
and-half bowing to the truth. There is a 
want of straightforward, open facing of the 
question with conscience, a turning aside of 
the edge and power of the word of God 
from the soul. And not only so, but some 
are positively seeking by the Scriptures to 
vindicate this degradation of the truth of 
God. I say it is a very solemn thing, and 
one which every one of us ought to seri- 
ously lay to heart. Do we really mean to 
be governed in our ways by the thoughts 
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of God? May He give you and me a 
firmer grasp in our conscience as to what 
the character of the thing is that He has 
introduced from heaven in connection with 
the glorified Man up there ! His purpose 
is to .find down here on this earth a people 
in some little measure after the fashion of 
that blessed One who is in glory. That is 
His purpose and thought. 

And therefore you get that last verse of 
the third chapter, which comes in in con- 
nection with this : " We all, with unveiled 
face, beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord ;" not like Moses, who had his face 
covered that the children of Israel could 
not look upon it. You remember the cir- 
cumstance which the Holy Ghost refers to. 
Moses went up to the mount to receive the 
tables of testimony, and when he came 
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down the second time, his face shone ; and 
the shining of Moses' face, as he came 
down, was the reflection of the condemning 
power of that law which man could not 
stand, and therefore he covered his face, 
not when he went in to God, but when he 
came out to man. Man could not look at 
him, because every ray that shone from 
that face made a demand upon man which 
he could not meet. But here is a more 
brilliant glory: a glory that shines, not 
from the face of a poor weak man like 
Moses, but the whole glory of God itself, 
the unsullied radiancy of His glory, the 
shining forth of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of His own Son. Is not 
that a wonderful thing, that you are posi- 
tively capable of looking at the radiancy of 
the glory of God as it streams from that 
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blessed face? Capable of gazing at itl 
Why?- Because we have got righteousness 
under our feet instead of condemnation, and 
the Holy Ghost in us instead of our being 
in bondage; and every ray of glory that 
shines from that blessed face in the heavens 
is the reflection to our souls of the complete- 
ness, and sufficiency, and fulness of His 
finished work — the eternal pedestal of 
blessedness He has set us upon. 

But there is more than this. As I look 
at that glory it has a formative power in 
me. I tell you, beloved brethren, and I 
say it to myself, as well as you, what we all 
stand in need of (I speak especially to those 
who have a genuine desire in their souls to 
be a little more after the power of this min- 
istry) is, to be long enough in the presence 
of that blessed Christ who is glorified to 
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catch the features of that Christ, and so 
have Him engraven upon the "fleshy tables 
of our hearts." That is what is wanted. 
It is not an effort You might try to be 
like Christ in glory until you were worn 
out with trying, and you would not catch 
one feature of His. The very fact of your 
striving proves your inability. But what 
is it? It is a thing that nobody can ex- 
plain. I do not believe you can ever con- 
vey to another what it is to sit engrossed 
with that blessed One who is there in glory. 
Who could explain ? It is a thing that a 
person may speak of out of the fulness of 
his own heart ; but who could convey either 
the satisfaction of it, or the effect of it upon 
oneself, individually? The word of God 
speaks to me of the fact, but there is no 
man living, nor has there been one, who 
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could convey to another, be he ever .so 
intelligent, or spiritual, or earnest, the sense 
which his heart gets while he sits as clay in 
the hands of that glorious potter. It is 
impossible to describe it, and yet it is a 
reality. It is a reality, that the person who 
sits in the company and presence of the 
glorified Christ, insensibly to himself, con- 
tracts moral likeness to Him. 

When Moses came down from the mount, 
though it was the mount of condemnation, 
there was a glory streaming from his face 
which no one could look at ; but there was 
only one man in the whole of that company 
who was insensible to the fact that there 
was glory in his face, and that was himself. 
Where did he get that glory? He went 
up and he was alone with God in the 
mount, and the glory, though it' was a 
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question of condemnation, was reflected 
upon his face when he went down. You 
and I, with unveiled face, no veil either on 
us, or on that blessed One up there (for I 
think the passage will bear the thought of 
that), there is neither a veil upon Christ 
nor upon us, everything is open, unveiled ; 
and, as we by faith look at that blessed 
One, as we sit before Him, as we are 
sufficiently passive in His presence, He is 
engraven on our hearts by the Spirit, and 
when we come down there is the reflection 
upon us. 

You know perfectly well what it is to 
meet a person who gives your heart the 
sense that he has been with Christ, who 
reminds you of Christ. But how seldom is 
it the case! What I feel so deplorable, 
and what one mourns over, is that, even 
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with reference to the very best of things, 
we leave so much the impress of ourselves 
upon them, instead of Christ. That is 
what is so sad. In what is done for Christ, 
we are more impressed with the one who is 
doing it than the One for whom it is done. 
What one longs for, what one's heart yearns 
after, is to be just like clay in the hands 
of the potter, as our hymn expresses it : 

•• Thou art the Potter, we the clay." 

God's thought is that we should be as clay, 
absolutely passive, so that the Potter might 
leave the mark of His own beautiful hands 
upon us. What a wonderful thing it would 
be if that were the case with us, as we 
move through these scenes of sorrow, and 
difficulty, and trial, and temptation, and 
besetment, surrounded by all that is in this 
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poor, wretched, miserable world that the 
devil will head up with his masterpiece of 
iniquity against Christ, if we were distin- 
guished, not so much by what we say and 
do, as by the way that hand governs us, 
controls us, guides us — the hand of the 
Potter. That is the meaning of this last 
verse of Corinthians iii. As I said before, 
it is not an effort, it is not grasping after 
something, it is not seeking to possess your- 
selves of anything, it is simply this — " We 
all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image." That is the clay 
entirely under the hand of the blessed 
Potter. 

It is a wonderful thing, that God should 
take such a thing as clay to reflect His 
glory in. I will speak of that more fully 
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presently ; but what I want to press now is 
that there is this formative power in this 
ministry. Instead of demanding or seeking 
for anything from us, it brings to us from 
the heavens the thing we could not give, 
and besides that, it transforms us into the 
image and likeness of Christ, as we are 
sufficiently like clay in His hands. 

Now, may I ask affectionately — and I 
do not want to make anybody depressed 
or morbid — but I ask, how much of 
our time do we really sit down and sit 
before the Lord? How much time and 
leisure have we, not merely from the busi- 
ness of this world, but even supposing our 
service is for the Lord, how much time 
have we for this that I am speaking of? 
Do we not know that in order that there 
may be great outgoings, there must be great 
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incomings ? There will be no out-shining, if 
there is not in -shining. What is it then? 
Simply this, that my heart and soul have 
leisure enough, both from the things with- 
out and within, to sit down in the solitude 
of the presence of that blessed, holy, 'glori- 
ous Person who is in heaven, finding my 
delight in Him for His own sake. Now 
what do you and I know about that? 
What do we know positively, in our own 
souls, of that blessed, wonderful retirement, 
sitting in the company of Christ, blind to 
all else save His beauty and His glory, 
deaf to every other sound but that of His 
voice I 

" Oh for a heart submissive, meek, 
My great Redeemer's throne, 
Where only Christ is heard to speak, 
Where Jesus reigns alone." 
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Would not a person come out from a scene 
like that redolent of Christ ? 

Some one once said to me, speaking of 
another, "I like to be in the company of 
So-and-so." I replied, "Why?" The 
answer was, " Because they always remind 
me of a third person." "Who is that?' 
" The blessed One in glory." Oh, what a 
blessed thing it is to walk through this 
world, and, as we meet one another, in our 
business, our households, or domestic rela- 
tionships, to remind each other of that One 
in glory, to liave the fulness of that Christ 
in measure reproduced in poor, wretched 
creatures like you and me I It is a most 
blessed thing — the most marvellous minis- 
try that could be conceived. 

Well, now, if you come to the fourth 
chapter, there are only three things I will 
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speak of in connection with this ministry. 
They are in the seventh verse. He says 
"we have this treasure," and it is "in 
earthen vessels," and there is what is called 
" the excellency of the power," or, as I be- 
lieve it should be, " the surpassingness of the 
power." These are three wonderful things 
to get before our thoughts. 

"This treasure," what is it? I do not 
think the treasure is so much the estimate 
that my heart forms of Christ, as the value 
that God has found in Him. That is the 
reason, I believe, why it is called a " trea- 
sure" I do not deny the fact that the 
Lord Je3us Christ is to be a treasure to His 
people, because you get the Scripture else- 
where: "Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also ;" but. here the trea- 
sure, which is, of course, Christ, is presented 
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more as it is looked at from God's side. It is 
the treasure in God's estimation. It is what 
the thought of God is as to this blessed One, 
Christ is His treasure. How did that trea- 
sure come into the vessel? Look at the 
sixth verse for a moment. He says : " For 
God, who commanded that out of darkness 
light should shine, hath shined in our 
hearts, for the shining forth of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." That is the way the trea- 
sure comes in. It is not that / have pos- 
sessed myself of the treasure. It is a 
wonderful thing— it sustains one's heart- 
to think of the sovereignty of the grace of 
God; to think of that sovereign grace in its 
actings as well as its purposes. How, then, 
did this treasure find its way into our 
hearts? Let me ask, how did light come 
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into this dark world ? Remember this, the 
sun was not the creature of the first day ; 
it was created afterwards. How then did 
light come? What was the light of the 
first three days in the old creation ? This : 
"God said, Let there be light; and light 
was." Just so spiritually in our hearts : 
God, in His wonderful, blessed, sovereign 
way of dealing, God Himself who com- 
manded that out of darkness light should 
shine, is the God who has shone in our 
hearts. It is not merely a ray from Him, 
or some emanation from Him, but God 
Himself shining; that is a very different 
thing; God Himself shining; in a man's 
heart, in all His blessed, illuminating power, 
"for, or in order to, the shining forth of 
the radiancy of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ." 
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Take an instance of it. This very Saul 
of Tarsus himself, on the road to Damascus, 
a persecutor, who had never had a good 
thought of Christ, nothing but hatred, a 
man who thought he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth, suddenly, in a moment, without 
the slightest warning, saw "a light from 
heaven above the brightness of the sun," a 
light that put out the sun, shining in his 
noonday splendour, and the Saviour in glory 
was revealed in his soul. He is thus the 
living instance of the way this blessed trea- 
sure is deposited in a man's soul. Paul 
himself, who was writing this, is the living 
instance of the way in which God would 
command the light to shine out of darkness 
in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of 
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Jesus Christ The whole glory of God is 
thus expressed. 

And you cannot understand one single 
thing about the glory of God, except as you 
understand how it is seen in the face of 
Jesus Christ, and it is in the presence of 
that glory that my conscience is dealt with; 
and if you think you can learn God in any 
other way, you are seriously mistaken, 
because the moment you bring your under- 
standing or your mind to bear upon the 
things of God, apart from your conscience, 
there is the greatest danger of shipwreck 
as to faith. If I really see the whole glory 
of God shining in the face of Jesus Christ, 
I cannot help being challenged in the 
depths of my conscience, and that is the 
blessedness of it. There are royal roads to 
learning in other things, but not in this. 
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The moment you have to do with God and 
Christ, you are convicted, and the earliest 
expression of your heart in the presence 
of that glory must be, " I abhor myself." 
And yet, as I have said, this leads to confi- 
dence, and is the only thing that is formative 
in our hearts. 

That is the first thing. Next observe 
where this treasure, is placed ; that is the 
second point in the verse : " We have this 
treasure in earthen vessels." You may 
have often observed that when man has 
anything valuable, he generally encases it 
in something that is far more valuable. 
The outside coverings of man's valuable 
things are generally a great deal more 
brilliant and valuable than the thing that 
is inside. The casket eclipses the jewel. 
Not so with God. He takes His treasure, 

D 
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the costliest thing, the most valuable and 
precious to Him, and puts it in the most 
contemptible vessel that you could conceive, 
that is, a poor, fragile vessel of clay. This 
is what he calls an earthen vessel; a poor, 
perishing, fragile vessel of clay. 

But then he has a purpose in this ; it 
gives Him the opportunity of doing two 
things. First, His delight is to make every- 
thing of the treasure, and secondly, He is 
pleased to bring out the'surpassingness of 
the power. There is not only the surpass- 
ing glory of the treasure, but the surpassing 
power with which He works in the vessel — 
the vessel broken to atoms ; indeed, not 
worth anything until it be broken to pieces ; 
but behind this poor vessel there is surpass- 
ing power. This, indeed, is a wonderful 
sight to look at. The whole power of God 
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goes along with the poor ves3el, into which 
He puts this treasure. "We have this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpass- 
ingness of the power should be of God and 
not of us." But we have not only to 
accept the breakings that God brings upon 
us ; but beside that, and in addition to that, 
we must keep the sentence of the cross, the 
death of Christ, which has given us liberty 
from the condemnation to which we were 
exposed — we must keep that death upon 
ourselves. God breaks the vessel ; but we 
must keep the sentence of death upon it as 
well, in order "that the surpassingness of 
the power may be of God and not of us." 

I do not pursue this further, but would 
ask you to think of these three things 
which are connected with this ministry: 
first, the vessel of clay, just what you and I 
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are; secondly, a treasure placed in it of 
surpassing glory ; and thirdly, a power that 
is surpassing in its efficiency behind it ; and 
that power ever working in company with 
nothingness and weakness and self-abnega- 
tion, as well as a complete, utter, thorough 
denial of the flesh and the world. You 
cannot have power otherwise ; and there is 
no manifestation of Christ, no shining forth 
of Christ, except as this vessel is entirely 
as clay in the hands of ihe potter. There 
is no shining in, or shining out either. It 
must be clay for Christ, the treasure, to 
shine into, and clay for the Holy Ghost to 
bring the features of Christ out of, so that 
others may see them. 

The picture alluded to here is, no doubt, 
Gideon's army. They put the light into 
the pitcher, but the light never shone out 
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until the pitcher was broken. They had to 
break the pitchers, and then the light 
shone. And no doubt the Spirit of God 
alludes to that fact here. You have the 
shining in of the glory, and you have the 
surpassing power working that it may shine 
out. These two things go together, namely, 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
shining into our poor earthen vessels, or 
pitchers, and the surpassing power of God 
that works through these vessels for the 
display of the brilliancy of Christ. 

How little our hearts are really up to 
God's wonderful purpose in giving such a 
ministry as this from those opened heavens! 
How little of affection there is in our hearts 
to enter into the purpose of God and into 
His thought, that, in a world which re- 
jected His Son, cast Him out, despised Him, 
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nailed Him to the cross, there should be 
those who should be the expression, the 
manifestation, of that blessed, wonderful 
One whom the world rejected, but whom 
God glorified ! Do our hearts desire that ? 
Is that what we long for? Is that our 
purpose and object ? Is that what we 
propose to ourselves ? God will help us if 
we have such purpose of heart. Can we 
say to Him, I have only one desire, that I 
should be upon this earth a vessel in whom 
the display of the glory of Thy Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should be found in 
every circumstance here ? God delights to 
help us, and you will have the comfort, the 
sustainment, of being in communion with 
His thought. I do not know any greater 
comfort in the whole word of God. Oh, 
the blessedness and rest of having through 
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grace common mind with the Lord in any 
little measure ! God and His people of one 
mind about those things that relate to the 
glory of His Son. It is most wonderful 
grace on His part to bring us into such a 
place that we can have like mind with Him, 
and to enable us by such surpassing power. 
Suppose I see one turning his back upon 
everything in this world, who looks for 
nothing in it, who has no interests here, 
who does not expect anything, and would 
not take anything from the world. I say, 
What surpassing power is displayed in that 
man ! If I see a poor, feeble creature lying 
on a bed of sickness, racked with pain, the 
poor body pressed down with disease, raorri, 
noon, and night, and one who might be 
tempted to say, What good am I, a trial to 
every one about me, and a burden to my- 
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self? — yet if I see, amid all the weariness 
and pain, instead of complaint, satisfaction ; 
instead of querulousness, rest and quietness ; 
instead of quickness of temper, the blessed 
manifestation of Christ in meekness and 
endurance, I say, What a surpassing power 
there is there ! 

That is what this ministry is able to do, 
beloved friends, and that is God's thought 
about us in relation to it There is not a 
circumstance in life, or a detail in our his- 
tory, or a position that we can be called 
into, whether sickness or health, pain or its 
absence, prosperity or loss, trial or ease, 
there is not a single thing too many for the 
one who is satisfied to be clay in the hands 
of surpassing power. And more than that, 
it is in these very circumstances that Christ 
is endeared to us, for He alone is our suffi- 
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ciency for all. Also, it is where we are, not 
where we would be, that the blessed God 
desires to have His Son seen in us. 

This is the testimony that is really lack- 
ing at this moment. Every one has heard 
us speak of doctrines, and we are supposed 
to be clear about them, but people are 
amazed to see so little of the doctrines 
practised, because they fail to see anything 
correspondingly in us. Oh, for that mani- 
festation of the truth, that exhibition of 
Christ which would stop the mouth of the 
rejecter, and would commend itself to the 
consciences of men ! And hence says the 
Holy Ghost, " by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's con- 
science in the sight of God." (Ver.* 2.) 
Men would be forced to say, Though I hate 
those people because they are so narrow, 
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yet at the same time my conscience is bound 
to give this testimony, that they seek to 
please God. Herein is the efficiency of the 
power manifested, that in every circum- 
stance, every service, everything I have to 
do, I am to be an expression of the skill of 
the Hand that is leading me. 

The Lord, by His Spirit, give our hearts 
to desire to be His handywork, to say in 
reality, and to act it as well, Lord Jesus, 
take me and form me after the fashion of 
Thine own heart, place me where Thou 
wiliest, only grant me this desire, that Thou 
may est be magnified in my body, whether 
I live or die I Oh, may our hearts prize 
more than ever this blessed ministry, cha- 
racterised as it is by such glories as we 
have had before us ! 



+•» 



THE ARTIFICIAL AND THE 

SPIRITUAL 

2 Cob. iii. 18. 

It is very clear and distinct, feeble though 
the measure be in which the soul appre- 
hends it, that it is only as we are occupied 
with Christ where He is that we are like 
Him in our ways. " But we all, with open 
face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord." 

But, I may ask, have we grasped in soul, 
or rather, have we been possessed by, all 
that is implied in these wondrous words? 
Do we not often detect in ourselves a lack 
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of that spring and power of life which im- 
part quietness and ease and restfulness of 
heart? And in the absence of these, yet 
knowing they ought to be there, are not 
many forced into what I must call an 
artificial state of soul, which carries on its 
very bearing the opposite of life and the 
Spirit? 

There is something refreshing and beau- 
tiful in the spring and freshness of life ; and 
it matters not how diligently or carefully 
formed anything resembling life may be, the 
difference between what is artificial and 
what is real is at once apparent. 

Light and heat are neither of them, nor 
both together, the tree, most invaluable 
though they be as the soil and atmosphere, 
as it were, in which it is planted. A 
Christian is, as such, in the light, and he is 
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moreover the object of the Father's love, 
even as Jesus was loved — "hast loved 
them as thou hast loved me." (John 
xvii. 23.) 

Now, is there not a great difference be- 
tween a soul held and governed in divine 
power and reality by these things, and one 
who, because painfully sensible of the mere 
outside owning of them, is seeking to hold 
them? It is just the difference between 
my heart keeping the peace of God, and 
the peace of God keeping as in a garrison 
my heart. But there is more than this 
difference, for there is the practical effect. 
If the soul be not held, but be seeking to 
hold, there is ever prominent in its state, 
the unrest that invariably accompanies 
effort ; disquiet and fear about almost every- 
thing, as well as uncertainty even where 
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most was expected from God. The con- 
trary to all this is Christianity. Unseen 
realities are the governing power acting on 
the soul, absorbing and commanding it, the 
affections of the new man, formed, sustained, 
and satisfied by Christ, their only object: 
and, as a consequence, rest, quietness, and 
ease in the most untoward circumstances, 
walking in that path which " the vulture's 
eye hath not seen." 

There ought not to be anything forced 
about us as Christians ; effort of any kind 
betrays the absence of power. The pre- 
sence of Christ not only imparts to us, but 
secures through us, all that is suitable to 
His presence; effort tells the tale of our 
being out of His presence, and is invariably 
resorted to for the purpose of acquiring 
that which is the simple result of being in 
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His presence, and of being acted upon by 
Himself. I do not for a moment wish to 
excuse anything like sloth, or ease, or self- 
indulgence of any kind, in anything, much 
less so in these things which have to do 
with man in the Spirit and not in the flesh : 
but I do feel it is a great and solemn 
reality to press upon the people of God 
that the presence of Christ can alone com- 
mand the heart. What a blessed thing for 
a poor worm to be held by the presence of 
the Lord of glory! Oh, I cannot but 
speak of it ! such glories as are indeed to be 
found here : to be the subject on which His 
presence acts, instead of our poor hearts 
and thoughts acting on Him; to be the 
subjects of light and heat, such light and 
love, too ! 

What was it formed John ? Was it not 
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that he leaned on the bosom of Jesus? 
John lay there because he knew it pleased 
his Lord and Master ; and may we not do 
the same? How much effort was there 
about John when he lay there? Did he 
find it difficult to say, " Lord, who is it ?" 
Peter mav have felt it difficult, and was 
glad to use John's nearness; but as to 
John, the question came forth as the simple 
and natural result of being where he was. 
That bosom was everything to John: he 
was not thinking of being tliere, or of the 
results to him of being there ; he was there 
for its own sake ; hence he was not restless 
or unnatural. That blessed Person on 
whose bosom he reclined was to John " ally 
Oh, to have the sceptre of Christ swaying 
its dominion of life and liberty from pole 
to pole in our poor hearts! Our looks 



THE ARTIFICIAL AND THE SPIRITUAL. 49 

would then tell of Him, our words speak of 
Him, our thoughts rise and set in Him, and , 
all so easily and naturally, that is in 
spiritual power; in a word, Christ would 
be our life practically, as He is our life 
truly and really; the glory of the Lord 
would thus transform us into the same 
image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

The Lord alone knows what searchings 
of heart this leads to. The heart that has 
passed through it alone knows what it is 
to rise and walk apart from all that once 
governed and influenced it, often, too, be- 
yond what we suspected even ; but so it is. 
Yet Christ is worthy. May we know what 
it is to be in some more full measure the 
subjects of His power and presence before 
Himself, formed by Him alone, long enough 

E 
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in the mount, as it were, to catch the 
pattern of the glory, not because of the 
good of it, nor even in the first instance 
that we may be a testimony to others, or 
enriched ourselves, but because of what He 
is in His own intrinsic blessedness and 
preciousness. 

It is a great cheer to the soul to know 
that the whole power of God, by the Spirit, 
is for us in the maintenance of this blessed 
walk on earth; only as Christ alone fills, 
our eyes and hearts are we enriched our- 
selves, or any testimony to others; thus it 
is we are at rest, having reached the haven 
of quiet. Another has blessedly said, 
" Heaven is the metropolis of Christianity;" 
may we know it so in deep blessedness If 
a Jerusalem or Rome were enough to divert 
for a moment such a one as Paul, surely 
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much less prevails with us who have so 
little of that divine energy and power 
which characterised him in so remarkable a 
degree. 

May He by His own Spirit so attract, 
win. and satisfy the hearts of His beloved 
people, presenting to them Him who alone 
can secure this in them, that they, finding 
their all in Christ, may be like "a tree 
planted by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and shall not 
see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be 
jgreen, and shall not be careful in the year 
of drought, neither shall cease from yielding 
fruit." 




MANASSEH AND EPHRAIM. 



Genesis xii. 51, 52. 



The names of Joseph's sons, born to him in 
the land of his exile, are full of the deepest 
interest and significance ; his own history, 
remarkable and chequered as it was, I do 
not here refer to further than to notice, 
how it sets forth in figure and in type the 
varied exercises and trials to which a ser- 
vant of God is subjected, in order that he 
may be a suitable vessel for the Masters 
use. 

We do not find that either of these names 
was given without a special reason and in- 
tent ; yet they were not, as is so commonly 
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found, names which served to connect the 
child with some great members of the 
family, distinguished either by title or pos- 
session; on the contrary, this devoted ser- 
vant of God will have the children born to 
him in a strange land, even in their names, 
witnesses of how entirely apart from " his 
father's house" he was, and how in it he 
was only left to be fruitful to God amid 
affliction and trial on every hand. How 
truly did Joseph, personally and typically, 
answer to Jacob his father's words of pro- 
phetic import : " Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bough by a well, whose 
branches run over the wall: the archers 
have sorely grieved him and shot at him 
and hated him: but this bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were 
made strong by the hands of the mighty 
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God of Jacob, (from thence is the shepherd, 
the stone of Israel)." (Gen. xlix. 22-24; 
see also Moses' blessing as recorded in Deut. 
xxxiii. 13-17.) 

Now the meaning of Manasseh is' forget- 
ting, and of Ephraim, fruitful, and these are 
two great features which the revelation of 
God's mind and will for the present mo- 
ment, when received in faith, produce in our 
hearts ! No one can truly say that he for- 
gets " his father s house," until his heart has 
found a treasure in a brighter scene ; then 
whe^re he is in body, becomes the land of 
exile to him, yet he has no desire to return 
to the past, lie forgets it ; what derives from 
him bears the confession of it in even the 
name ; his toil and his father's house alike 
are faded from his remembrance. It is 
truly a wonderful emancipation to a man, 
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when what he has found and possessed in 
heaven throws into shade and obscurity and 
oblivion all that natural pride of birth and 
pedigree which are connected with our 
" father's house." 

Yet it is never the case, save as the heart 
has been won and satisfied by Christ in 
glory; it is only Christ in heaven that can 
displace "all things," leading us to count 
them loss for the excellency of His know- 
ledge. How sorrowful it is to see many so 
little distinguished by this Manasseh cha- 
racter of testimony ; although the doctrine 
as to it, is accepted, at least outwardly, the 
conformity of the ways in practice is often so 
glaringly inconsistent, as to raise the ques- 
tion how far terms and language are under- 
stood, or how far it is the antinomianism of 
the heart manifesting itself. 



56 MANASSEH AND EPHRAIM. 

It is sorrowful and solemn to reflect 
upon the feeble connection which seems to 
exist in many souls between truth and its 
maintenance ; the highest character of testi- 
mony may be held doctrinally, along with 
the most evident self-seeking and worldliness. 
How is this ? is often asked. I shall give 
the only answer that satisfies my own heart. 
Truth is sought after or held in the mind 
instead of Christ personally domiciling in 
the heart. I know I shall be met by some 
with, "But Christ is the truth." I reply, 
Quite true; but it is possible to separate 
Christ from truth, for what is the human 
heart not capable of? And it is a serious 
question, how far more importance has been 
attached to natural quickness of apprehen- 
sion than is its due, even to the slighting of 
some who, though slow in apprehension, 
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-were far more solid in soul, and more con- 
scientious in their handling of the truth, 
because deeply impressed with the sense 
of its claims upon those who profess to 
receive it. 

How blessed it is when in heart we can 
Teally walk through the world as in a 
foreign land— Christ in glory having so 
possessed us, that we are but vessels here at 
His disposal and pleasure. I say, vessels, in 
■contrast with either agents or actors. As I 
understand it, a vessel is simply to contain 
and display what is set therein ; we are set 
in this world as vessels to contain and dis- 
play Christ, thus forgetting all our toil, and 
all our father's house. 

When the eye is single, that is when 
Christ alone is filling its vision, all is lost 
sight of; not only our toil and father's 
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house, but even our progress in pressing on 
to Christ in glory; hence says the apostle 
"forgetting those things which are behind," 
from the same word as is found in Genesis 
xlvi. (See Septuagint.) What a wonderful 
and surpassing power which, by its own 
excellence and blessedness, turns out every 
claimant or rival, that Christ alone may 
rule and reign there ! Reader, have you so 
found and known Him in this land of exile 
and strangership, that you can inscribe on 
all as your motto in part, Manasseh ! 

But another son was born to Joseph at 
this time also, to whom he gives the name 
of Ephraim, that is, fruitful. 

Now this sets forth another and second 
testimony, which the blessed Lord has called 
His own to render for Him in the midst of 
this hostile scene. We are left in a world 
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with which we ought to have nothing in 
common, to be fruitful for Christ, and that 
too where there is absolutely nothing to 
succour, but on the contrary where every- 
thing, even the best here, draws away from 
the only source of fruitfulness and blessing. 
Happy is the saint who has so learned to 
fear the baneful influences of this world's 
atmosphere, as to keep nigh to the one spot 
from whence vigour and freshness flow, and 
thus to be on earth like a tree reversed, the 
roots in heaven, the branches here ; not only 
satisfied, but in some little measure display- 
ing it in fruitfulness for Christ. Alas, how 
few there are who seem to be awake to the 
immense favour of God, in leaving us for 
Christ in such a world and time as this ! 

There is another point of great interest 
in this history, which finds its antitype in 
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the Lord's ways with His saints at the pre- 
sent time. It required both the pit and the 
prison to develop and mature this testimony 
of Joseph. And is it not so with His saints 
now? Can there be either forgetfulness or 
fruitfulness, save as death practically works 
in us? Is it not as we bear about in our 
body the dying of Jesus, and as we who 
live are always delivered unto death for 
Jesus' sake, that His life is manifested? 
And what fruitfulness like this ? It is blessed 
to learn and be assured of it ; to His blessed 
death we owe our all ; by it He has set us 
free from the moral pit and prison in which 
we were hopelessly undone; but while al- 
most every saint would glory in this, how 
few there are who have as yet accepted the 
solemn reality, that it is only through death, 
we can, as free, follow Him ; and it is only 
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as death practically works in us, we are 
either forgetting or fruitful. 

May the Lord awaken us all to a more 
serious estimate of such a calling, so as to 
set forth in a scene of moral death and 
darkness, the land of our exile and stranger- 
ship, the beautiful simplicity of those whose 
father's house and toil are all to us things 
of the past, to be no more remembered or re- 
sumed connection with, and we, though in 
a foreign land, fruitful trees of the Lord's- 
culture, even " planted by the waters, and 
that spreadeth out her roots by the river, 
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green ; and shall not be careful 
in the year of drought, neither shall cease 
from yielding fruit." 
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THE POWER OF WEAKNESS. 



Genesis zxxii. 



It is well for us that the blessed God never 
abandons His purpose to bless His people, 
and well for us too that He blesses after the 
thoughts of His own heart; this being so, 
what limit can we put to the blessing ? 

It is both instructive and interesting to 
observe the way and method of God's sove- 
reign goodness to His people ; it is thus, the 
wise "understand the loving-kindness of 
the Lord." 

In Jacob's history, which I think fur- 
nishes a striking illustration of this prin- 
ciple, every dealing of God with him was 
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in view of making good the sovereign good- 
ness revealed to him at the outset. If we 
turn to Genesis xxviii., which may be termed 
the start, what do we find ? Why, a poor 
outcast wanderer from his fathers house 
and home, overtaken by night, lying down 
to sleep on the stones for pillows. It were 
hardly possible to find circumstances more 
untoward or gloomy; yet here it is God 
can be; for while man's falsely boasted 
independence repels Him, man's need and 
misery become occasions to Him, blessed be 
His name, as the most suited platform upon 
which to display that sovereign goodness 
which delights to bless the weary and the 
outcast. 

Jacob dreams, and God speaks! and won- 
drous utterances they are : " I am the Lord 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
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of Isaac: the land wherein thou liest, to 
thee will I give it and to thy seed ; and thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the 
south : and in thee and in thy seed shall all 
the families of the earth be blessed. And, 
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee 
in all places whither thou goest, and will 
bring thee again into this land ; for I will 
not leave thee until I have done that which 
I have spoken to thee of." Oh, what grace, 
what sovereign goodness on God's part! 
No wonder that this spot, the witness of it, 
should be called Bethel, that is, the house 
of God. 

Now this manifestation of sovereign grace 
and goodness on God's part, contained 
within it the full scope of blessing for His 
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poor servant. Many and various were the 
ways of God with him in bringing it all 
about, and making it good in him, yet no- 
thing was bestowed in the end which was 
not unfolded in promise at the first. How 
faithfully He keeps His word with us, as 
He kept it with Jacob ! To the latter He 
said, " / will not leave thee until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of," and 
He never did leave him, His hand was 
never withdrawn, in accomplishing the 
purpose and plans of His heart: stroke 
after stroke, blow upon blow, witnessed how 
true God was to His purpose and His word. 
The circumstances in which Jacob is found 
are remarkable, but ever, I believe, those in 
which sovereign grace asserts itself and acts; 
let us name the circumstances as recorded 
in this chapter. 

F 



66 THE POWER OF WEAKNESS. 

1. The threat of his injured brother Esau 
(chap. xxviL 41) placed him in the condi- 
tion of a banished man from his home and 
father's house ; as such he fled. 

2. Overtaken by the darkness of night, 
without shelter or friend, the stones of the 
earth are his only pillow. 

3. In the above circumstances he sleeps, 
and dreams, and the Lord draws near, and 
gives him to hear His voice. 

Now this last fact, namely, his sleeping, 
is the time when the blessed God acts, for 
sleep is the type of nature's inactivity and 
expressed helplessness. I say expressed, be- 
cause though nature is always a weak help- 
less thing, yet sleep is in the fullest way its 
expression ; when nature is thus silenced, as it 
were in type, and subdued, the power of the 
man being in abeyance, God speaks and acts. 
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Let me cite another instance of this type. 
If we turn to 1 Kings iii. 5-15, we shall 
find it. " In Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night: and God 
said, Ask what I shall give thee. And 
Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant David my father great mercy, ac- 
cording as he walked before thee in truth, 
and in righteousness, and in uprightness of 
heart with thee; and thou hast kept for 
him this great kindness, that thou hast 
given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is 
this day. And now, O Lord my God, thou 
hast made thy servant king instead of David 
my father ; and I am but a little child : I 
know not how to go out or come in. And 
thy servant is in the midst of thy people 
which thou hast chosen, a great people, 
that cannot be numbered nor counted for 
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multitude. Give therefore thy servant an 
understanding heart to judge thy people, 
that I may discern between good and bad : 
for who is able to judge this thy so great a 
people ?" 

This scene, beautiful and striking as it is, 
presents the other side of the truth which 
is sought to be illustrated: we have seen 
how, when nature is inactive, the blessed 
God draws near and speaks; here we may 
equally see in type how that, in nature's 
inactivity in God's people, divine thoughts 
take the place of all that is merely human. 
Solomon asked for wisdom, "And the 
speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had 
asked this thing." Surely we never please 
Him in what we ask or do, save as nature's 
claims are disallowed, and to this end sleep 
sets forth its inactivity, and fasting the 
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denial of its claims in its activities. When 
it is so, the blessed God stands at the top 
of the mystic ladder, heaven is then not far 
off, or wisdom is asked as the thing most 
pleasing to Him. To us, this is Christ, 
God's wisdom and God's power. 

I turn now to chapter xxxii. A long 
and trying period intervenes between chap- 
ter xxviii. and chapter xxxii. Suffice it to 
say, that Jacob departs from Laban, full 
and not empty ; at Bethel he had but the 
stones of the earth for his pillows, but now 
he is rich ; as he said himself he had " oxen 
and asses, flocks, and men-servants, and 
women-servants;" he has now, as we may 
say, a stake in the world. During those 
twenty years he had been with Laban, 
amid trial and vexation, he had been 
gathering around himself all the materials 
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for the discipline which awaited him ; the 
approach of Esau brings on a crisis-moment 
in Jacob's history He lets out his natural 
character to its full extent in view of meet- 
ing his enraged brother; he plans, and 
prays, and plans again; he makes every 
provision, and then is "left alone." How 
like man as man ! But this solitude, while 
on the one hand it was Jacob's folly and 
selfishness, was God's moment of blessing ; 
" There wrestled a man with him until the 
breaking of the day." Who was the my 
sterious, unlooked-for, unexpected stranger? 
No doubt it was God Himself, and He is 
here to deal with and put down dependence 
in self; and hence, as the picture of this, 
what was touched and shrank was the 
known sign of man's strength. Yet while 
this power of nature was being withered, 
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Jacob himself was sustained ; the same hand 
that dried up, as it were, the sources of 
natural strength, imparted new power from 
above ; and so it is, he enters upon a new day, 
gets a new name, Israel, and is blessed as a 
crippled man ; and not only this, but when 
the sun rose upon him, that is, when the 
influences of the day are around him, he is 
in the expression of weakness; "he halted 
upon his thigh." 

I think there can be but little doubt, that 
this scene in the patriarch's history is that 
to which the apostle alludes in Galatians vi. 
15, 16. "For in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth anything, nor uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature. And as 
many as walked according to this rule, 
peace be on them, and mercy, and upon 
the Israel of God." What is "this rule"? 
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Is it not for us the new order of things into 
which through grace we are introduced? 
and was not Jacob after the night of Peniel, 
the picture of one who, having been delivered 
through the cross of Christ, has learned now 
the power practically of the death of Jesus 
in his mortal flesh ? 

Let us consider well the excellency of 
such weakness as this ; for it is not the mere 
inability of one who is powerless, but it is 
the case of one who, having been in the full 
flow of natural energy, was met and con- 
tended with by Him who knew how to put 
out of joint the spring of creature strength; 
it is therefore divinely wrought weakness. 
How blessed to go halting and limping all 
one's life after this fashion! to be so in- 
debted to Him for lack of nature-power, 
that His strength becomes our ability, as 
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Himself becomes our solace and stay. " I 
will not let thee go," though the utterance 
of a vanquished man is the announcement 
of victory. 

Now similar to this in many respects, is 
the case of the apostle in 2 Corinthians xii. 
He could boast and glory in that which 
made little of him before men, because 
thereby the power of Christ rested upon 
(lit, pitched its tent over) him ; thus it was 
he knew that, by being weak, he was 
strong ; paradox it may seem, yet who that 
knows the deep blessedness of the secret 
would have it otherwise ? On the contrary, 
may we not justly and truly say, "Out of 
the eater came forth meat, and out of the 
strong came forth sweetness " ? 

There is this difference in the two cases 
just touched upon, that whereas with Jacob 
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it was the breaking down and withering up 
the seat of energy of one strong-willed and 
unsubdued, in the case of the apostle of the 
Gentiles it was the preventive grace of God, 
in order to cut off the resources of nature ; 
in Jacob it was the subjugation of natural 
force and will at their height; in Paul it 
was the anticipative prevention of divine 
grace ; both are excellent and perfect in their 
time and place, like every way of our God. 
This weakness, which is really our 
strength, is the moral power of death, prac- 
tically withering and setting aside the man 
in the saint, in order that the plant of 
renown in each one of us may spread forth 
its roots, and produce its fruit, even the life 
of Jesus, in our mortal bodies. Blessed it 
is, if in any measure we have learned to be 
in subjection to our Fathers heart and 
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ways, even in that which is naturally death 
to us; but no language can convey the 
blessedness of being so in communion with 
Him as to be able to say, " I take pleasure " 
in them.* 

A vessel in the power of weakness is a 
sight for angels truly ; yet this is what God 
delights in ; but how little any of us seem 
to have the sense of being simply vessels ! 
There is too much of that which tells of 
our being actors or agents, but a vessel is 
distinct from both, and is simply to retain 
and manifest the treasure placed in it. In 
Gideon's army we read of (Judges vii.) 
three hundred tried and proved ones, who 
were retained because they had manifested 
a reality of devotedness to which the ten 
thousand that had remained were strangers; 
it is this vessel-character which marks them; 
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they are at the disposal of another, they 
were those pre-eminently to whom their 
chief could say, " Look on me ; as I do, so 
shall ye do." It is this very three hundred 
that carried lt empty pitchers," and lamps 
within them ; at a given signal and moment 
they brake the pitchers, and this was the 
hour of their victory. What moral beauty 
there is in all this ; surely it speaks in its 
typical import of that greater victory which 
is announced as won in these words, " We 
are troubled on every side, yet not dis- 
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed." (2 Cor. iv. 8.) 

It need not surprise us that such are the 
ways of our God with His own; nothing 
could set aside man in his badness or good- 
ness, but death. Why should we shrink 
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from it ? We brought death into this world ; ' 
solemn thought for us all. The Son of the 
Father goes through death, that the man 
who brought it in, might be for ever set 
aside; thank God it is so before God, and 
He recognises only the risen and glorified 
Christ; but then, practically and experi- 
mentally, death alone can secure to each of 
us divinely wrought weakness, or the prac- 
tical setting aside of the man in each of us, 
which can neither be reformed nor re- 
strained, and thus alone is room made for 
the power of Christ to display itself in us, 
once agents or actors, now but vessels at the 
disposal of His pleasure and will. May 
each heart thankfully be enabled to say, 
" Be it unto me according to thy word." 



" MY THOUGHTS ARE NOT YOUR 

THOUGHTS." 

2 Corinthians zii. 1-10. 

It is an interesting fact that there are three 
instances in scripture, two in the Old 
Testament and one in the New, of saints 
making requests to God earnestly, which 
God did not answer; three distinct in- 
stances of unanswered prayers; and these 
too, as I say, offered by His own beloved 
servants. 

But, while He did not answer them in 
their way, He gave them, as He ever does, 
that which was better for them, and at the 
same time infinitely glorified Himself; and 
that is far beyond merely meeting our need. 
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So that, whether it be desires of the heart 
that are expressed in His hearing, or unjx- 
pressed longings, His thought for us is to 
bless us according to the measure of His 
own glory and His affection for us— the 
children of His love; and if He bless us 
according to this measure, are we not 
blessed? If God gives, He gives as God. 
It is not only One who hears and answers, 
but One who meets me after the desires of 
His own heart ; and the love in which He 
has revealed Himself to us in Jesus Christ 
is the spring from which it all flows. 

Let us look at the three instances to 
which I refer. The first is Deuteronomy Hi. 
23-27. " I besought the Lord at that time, 
saying, 0, Lord God, thou hast begun to 
shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy 
mighty hand; for what Goi is tha^e ia 
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heaven or in earth that can do according 
to thy works, and according to thy might ? 
/ pray thee, let me go over, and see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, that goodly moun- 
tain, and Lebanon. But the Lord was 
wroth with me for your sakes, and would 
not hear me ; and the Lord said unto me, 
Let it suffice thee ; speak no more unto me 
of this matter. Get thee up into the top of 
Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, 
and northward, and southward, and east- 
ward, and behold it with thine eyes; for 
thou shalt not go over this Jordan." 

"I besought the Lord" it is very remark- 
able ; almost the very same words as those 
used by the apostle in the Epistle to the 
Corinthians. But his earnest prayer was 
not granted; the only answer was, " Speak 
no more unto me of this matter." There 
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was a double reason, no doubt, why His 
servant Moses should not cross the Jordan 
and enter the land of Canaan. Dispensa- 
tionally the law could never bring the 
people of God, such as they were, into the 
rest of God; it remained for Joshua, the 
type of Christ in resurrection, to do this. 
And the moral reason, of course, every one 
is acquainted with; "he spake unadvisedly 
with his lips." You may ask, How did 
God do a better thing for him than giving 
him his request, when He took him up to 
the top of Pisgah, instead of letting him go 
into the land, allowing him to see it all, 
which could only tantalise him? But do 
you not remember how in the New Testa- 
ment, we read, that when the Lord Jesus 
Christ was seen on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, Moses was seen there with Him ; 

G 
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there he stood in the land; he saw it in 
company with Christ in glory, and was not 
that far better than if in Israel's days he 
had crossed the Jordan ? He did not say 
one word about it now ; he could only speak 
about Christ. He got a far better thing 
than his heart could have conceived or his 
lips uttered. And it is just the same prin- 
ciple with God and His people now. 

The second instance is in 1 Kings xix. 
" And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had 
done, and withal how he had slain all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let 
the gods do to me, and more also, if I make 
not thy life as the life of one of them by 
to-morrow about this time. And when he 
saw that, he arose, and went for his life, 
and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to 
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Judah, and left his servant there. But he 
himself went a day's journey into the wil- 
derness, and came and sat down under a 
juniper tree ; and he requested for himself 
that he might die ; and said, It is enough ; 
now, Lord, take away my life; for I am 
not better than my fathers." Here we find 
Elijah, the servant of God, having lost all 
courage through the difficulties that con- 
nected themselves with the people of God, 
not his own difficulties. It is not trial in 
the world ; it is trial in the midst of God's 
own people. And let me say affectionately, 
that nothing tests the saints of God like the 
troubles of the people of God ; people who 
can meet their own difficulties, are often 
overcome by difficulties connected with the 
testimony of the Lord, and give way before 
them. It is these that bring out the true 
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strength of the heart. We can meet our 
own personal difficulties in the strength and 
power of God, but these try the heart in an 
extraordinary way. Whilst all was smooth 
with Elijah — whilst he could call for drought 
at one time and plenty at another — all went 
well ; but if a Jezebel come in and threaten 
to put the iron heel of oppression on him, 
why, then he goes to God and says, as 
many a man has done since, Take away my 
life; I cannot go on. What a contrast is 
Elijah in chapter xix., to what he is in 
xviii. ! In the one, he is a man remarkably 
above his circumstances; he has neither 
chariot nor driver, but he has God, and 
everything under his feet in the power 
of God. In the other, he is like a dis- 
appointed child ; he goes under a juniper 
tree and prays that he may die. And does 
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he die? God takes him up by a whirlwind 
into heaven — a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire! Nothing had ever entered into his 
heart like that ! And when Moses stands on 
the mount with the Lord Jesus, Elijah is 
there too. He, too, is in the land, and that 
in the scene of the glory of Christ, when 
He reaches the highest point that it is pos- 
sible for ia man to reach on earth. Thus 
both these petitions were set aside, and far 
more than that which was asked was given ; 
they were answered according to God's 
thoughts about them. 

And now in this passage of Corinthians, 
that we have read, God does not take the 
thorn away. Let us look at the chapter for 
a moment; there is in it a point or two 
most important for our souls. The first 
thing we find is, what is true of every 
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Christian ; every Christian is " a man in 
Christ." There is no such thing as a Chris- 
tian not being a man in Christ ; the moment 
I can say of one that he is a Christian, in the 
sense in which it is spoken of here, there is a 
man in Christ— a man who, as tohis standing, 
has entirely parted company with man in the 
flesh. Flesh and spirit are contrasts ; if I 
am in the flesh, I am not in Christ ; if I am 
in Christ, I am not in the flesh. Of course 
if I be not watchful, and self-judged always, 
the flesh will get power over me ; but there 
is a great difference between being what is 
called overtaken by the flesh, and being a 
man in the flesh. As a man in Christ I am 
in a new place altogether. 

It is often treated in this way as if the 
cross of Christ does something to elevate 
the man. What a delusion ! So far from 
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the old nature being improved, the moment 
a person enters into the blessed relationship 
of a child of God the virulence of his old 
nature is ready to shew itself. Who are 
those most worried by Satan? No doubt 
Christians are, and that because they are in 
a place where they are out of his grasp, and 
where all he can do is to worry. Those 
who are in his power he ministers unto. So 
that instead of anything like a diminution 
of the virulence of that which is opposed to 
God in a Christian, Satan seeks by it more 
than ever to worry him just because he is 
out of his power. We must see the differ- 
ence between standing in the old thing, and 
standing before God in a new condition in 
Christ. He refers to the time when they 
were in the flesh : " When we were in the 
flesh;" but now he says, "Ye are in the 
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Spirit." So it is " I know a man in Christ" 
— not I knew. 

Observe he does not speak of himself as 
Paul ; this is very blessed. If he has any- 
thing humiliating to say of himself he 
speaks of Paul; he will say, "through a 
window in a basket I was let down by the 
wall :" there was nothing very elevating to 
a man in that ; it was a humiliating posi- 
tion ; so he says " I." But the moment he 
comes to speak of that which is elevating, 
it is no more " I," it is " a man in Christ" — 
that which is true of every Christian. u I 
know a man in Christ." 

After this, he speaks of that which is not 
true of every Christian. Every Christian 
is a man in Christ, but every Christian is 
not " caught up into paradise." The first is 
the real status of every Christian, the last is 
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the possible state of a Christian. None of 
us have been caught up as Paul was ; it was 
a distinct thing peculiar to himself. And 
then he heard " words not possible for a man 
to utter." "Possible" is the word, rather 
than u lawful." He means to say, that as soon 
as he returned to the consciousness of being 
in the body, he found that he had no 
vehicle of communication so as to express 
the greatness of the things that he had wit- 
nessed. And so it is, the deeper a thing is 
in our souls even the greater the difficulty we 
find in speaking of it ; we cannot convey to 
another the sense, the impression, of that 
which we have got for ourselves. How 
difficult it is when we have received any- 
thing from God Himself to convey to 
another anything like what it is to our 
own heart ! 
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This is one thing. And then comes 
another which brings out the watchful care 
of God for His servant, and is most solemn 
to see. The blessed God, knowing that the 
flesh in Paul was just the same as before— 
his having been in the third heaven did not 
alter it in the least, it was there ready to 
rise on the first opportunity, anticipates the 
working of it. I do not know anything in 
scripture which gives a greater idea of the 
preventive watchfulness of God. We all 
know that He restores our souls when we 
fail, but do we enough think of all the little 
things that occur in our daily life that He 
has prepared and arranged to the end 
we may not fail ? It is " lest I should be 
exalted above measure," not bringing me 
back after failure, but preventing its occur- 
rence. It was a grievous thing for Paul; 
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a messenger of the devil. Who but the 
blessed God could use Satan against Satan? 
This very thorn, this messenger of Satan, 
took away from Satan the power to work 
upon Paul's flesh. Is it not a blessed thing 
to think that God can do it? We are very 
prone to use the language of infidelity and 
say, This or that happened to me. Would 
it not be much more blessed to say, God 
sent me this or that ? Is there not a sweet- 
ness about anything, however grievous, 
when I can say, My Father's hand in watch- 
ful love brought me this thorn? "There 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh ;" it 
was not a crushing trial that happened to 
me ; it was a given mercy. 

Now the first thought with the apostle 
was, Could not I get out of this difficulty ? 
Saints think if thoy could only get out of 
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their circumstances. But do you not know 
that, if you did, you would take with you 
the nature that makes the circumstances in 
which you are so trying to you? That 
which makes your present ones so trying 
would soon make just as much difficulty in 
the new ones. Here the apostle goes to 
God to change his circumstances ; we often 
change them for ourselves. He said, Take 
it away, Lord, three times. What a con- 
trast between the thrice repeated prayer of 
the blessed One to His Father, ending with, 
" Not my will, but thine be done." It was 
the perfection of Christ to shrink from 
drinking that cup. Paul imperfect, feeble, 
prayed : Lord, change my circumstances. 
The answer came in this : Do you want me 
to put you in circumstances where you will 
not need my power? " My grace is suffi- 
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cient for thee, for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness." 

To any pressed one here I would say, 
Would you take from God occasion for dis- 
playing His power in your weakness, and 
from yourself all opportunity for turning 
to and leaning upon that power? This is 
really the answer of God here. He says, 
I will not take away the thorn, but I will 
give you my power. It is not merely 
relief ; it is that I am positively put in the 
place of power at His own side. " My 
grace is sufficient;" weakness is the plat- 
form on which it displays itself: the thorn 
becomes the blessed occasion for Christ to 
shew how His strength comes in. What a 
wonderful thing to move through the world 
leaning on the power of Christ! Such a 
poor wretched creature, if I go on at all, 
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people can but say, What wonderful power 
to take such a one through! When did 
Jacob get the blessing? When he was 
crippled. He prepared for Esau, he pre- 
pared for every one save the mysterious 
One he was to meet, and who touched 
him in the hollow of his thigh, in the 
very place of his natural strength. And 
then he would not let Him go. I cling to 
the One who has withered me up, crippled 
me, so that he might have His place in my 
heart. Then it shews that it has done its 
work. He says, I glory in being crippled, 
I glory in being made nothing o£ I glory 
in being broken down, I glory in my weak- 
ness. Why? "That the power of Christ 
may rest upon me " — may tabernacle over 
me. 

Thus we get in the apostle an instance of 
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the two great parts of Christianity ; a man 
inChrist, man taken out of his old standing 
altogether, and then Christ in him mani- 
fested before the world. I, in Christ before 
God up there where He is, and Christ in me 
down here before the world. 

Is it so with us ? Or are we struggling 
against God's guidance? We often pray 
God to make us what He would have us, 
and then when He begins to answer we 
drawback. I do not think there is any- 
thing more unreal than we are in our 
prayers. We pray to be made like Christ, 
and then are afraid of the way He will take 
to do it. I know it is so often said, If I 
were to say such things, God would take 
everything away from me : He would strip 
me like a tree from branch to root. Is that 
the thought you have of God ? I tell you 
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that He would not take away a single thing 
from you that would be good for you. It 
is in His heart to give you everything that 
He sees best. I know that I must get my 
motives, my springs, my ability from God. 
But God says, If you want to get spring, 
power, ability, everything from Me, then I 
must set aside that which is contrary to it 
in your heart. The antidote to Christ in 
us is our own will, and God helps us prac- 
tically to get rid of that. What a wonder- 
ful thing, that poor creatures such as we 
are, should be left here that the grace of 
Christ- may be shewn out in us as we pass 
through this world ! 

The Lord grant that His own Son maybe 
displayed in us according to the power of 
His blessed Spirit for His Name's sake. 



THIS SIDE JORDAN AND 

BEYOND. 

It is solemn to reflect on the various ways 
in which the enemy of the truth of God 
and of His people is at work to set aside 
His purpose in their blessing. The variety 
of means resorted to, in order to discredit 
the prime thought of God for the time 
being, proves two things, namely, the malice 
and hatred of the god and prince of this 
world, and the infinite blessedness and 
unspeakable value of the thoughts of God 
in the testimony revived in these last 
times. 

It is very striking to trace in the scrip- 
tures this decided character of opposition ; 

H 
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it is seen, or may be recognised, in all 
times, taking, no doubt, diverse methods of 
expression, as well as employing various 
kinds of instruments, and from time to 
time, in the skilfulness of wile, changing 
the tactics of his warfare, and varying the 
method of his assault; yet to faith it is 
more than evident, that, whatever is for the 
moment the thought of God about His 
people, that is the point assailed by Satan 
with malignant energy. Now the history 
of Israel in the past will be found, as we 
examine it, to furnish us with a striking 
illustration of this deadly hostility of the 
wicked one. 

I need not long delay in shewing that 
Canaan, the country beyond Jordan, was 
the land of Jehovah's choice and purpose 
for that nation. A reference to Exodus iii. 
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and xv. will clearly shew the earliest inti- 
mation of this purpose to Moses, while the 
people were still in the house of bondage, 
even in Egypt, as well as how fully after- 
wards they entered into this mind of 
Jehovah, singing as never before ; not only 
celebrating their deliverance and praising 
their Deliverer, Jehovah their salvation, but 
connecting the full height of His purpose 
with the beginning of their blessing in these 
words: "Thou shalt bring them in, and 
plant them in the mountain of thine inheri- 
tance, in the place, Lord, which thou hast 
made for thee to dwell in ; the sanctuary, 
O Lord, which thy hands have established. 
The Lord shall reign for ever and ever." 
(Ex. xv. 17, 18.) Very blessed is it to see 
a delivered people, in the first joys of their 
new found liberty, reaching on in faith and 
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hope beyond their immediate or present 
portion, blessed though it were, to the full 
height of Jehovah's purposes respecting 
them. 

Now even in this, as well as in an earlier 
stage of their history, the malice of Satan 
shews itself; for Pharaoh was Satan oppos- 
ing redemption, the first step towards 
Canaan, as Amalek was Satan opposing the 
march of dependence through the wilder- 
ness on the way still to Canaan. I do not 
doubt for a moment the satisfaction of 
Satan in holding Israel, through Pharaoh's 
instrumentality, in the thraldom and bon- 
dage of Egypt ; nor do I question a like 
pleasure in opposing, by means of Amalek, 
their dependent march through the desert, 
to the mountain of Jehovah's inheritance ; 
yet, inasmuch us at the very outset the 
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purpose of Jehovah had been made known 
in the touching language of Exodus iii. 7, 8, 
to Moses, I can have no question, but that 
it was this definitely avowed intention of 
Jehovah that Satan set himself directly to 
thwart, whether in Egypt by Pharaoh, or 
past the Red Sea by Amalek ; and, I may 
say, this seems to be strengthened and 
maintained by the fact so often pressed and 
referred to, namely, that the wilderness was 
no part of Jehovah's purpose, though it 
came in in connection with His ways with 
that people. How solemn then to think 
that, even at this early period of their 
history, the opposition of the enemy clearly 
declares itself, and that, in relation to the 
full purpose of Jehovah's heart, even the 
land beyond Jordan ! 

In order to guard against any misconcep- 
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tion on this head, I add a word further 
with respect to the opposition of the enemy. 
It is quite clear that as to conflict, in the 
Christian sense of the term, there was none 
until Israel entered Canaan: the trials of 
the wilderness, its murmurs and its Marahs, 
were not Canaan conflict ; neither was the 
fight with Amalek like conflict in the land ; 
the great thought seems to he the testing of 
the people, yet in grace, the circumstances 
and sorrows of the way intended of Jehovah 
to cast them upon Himself, used by Satan 
to oppose and hinder, by creating, through 
their means, murmuring and discontent, the 
very opposite to dependence and confid- 
ence ; and that dependence, and not fighting, 
properly so called, won the battle in the 
wilderness, Exodus xvii. 11, 12, clearly 
proves ; for what do we find there ? Sue- 
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cess depended on Moses' hands being lifted 
up. Yet how clearly marked is the opposi- 
tion of the enemy to the people of Jehovah, 
set free from Egypt, and on their road 
through the desert to Jehovah's land ! 

But now, passing over most of their his- 
tory in the desert, following that which we 
have touched upon, I would turn to another 
scene, in order to trace this opposition of 
Satan to the mind of God. In turning to 
the record of the searching of the land, per- 
mitted and allowed though it was, there are 
the clearest indications of the satanic energy 
which was at work by means of it, acting 
upon the weakness and unbelief of the ten 
spies, so as to discredit the goodliness of the 
land of promise in their eyes and that of all 
Israel (compare Deut. i. and Num. xiii.), 
and succeeding for the time in awakening 
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the worst fears and passions of unbelief, 
until they finally burst into open murmur- 
ing and almost rebellion. How solemn 
such words as these : " Wherefore hath the 
Lord brought us into the land, to fall by 
the sword, that our wives and our children 
should be a prey ? Were it not better for 
us to return into Egypt? .... Let us 
make a captain, and let us return into 
Egypt." But it is specially noted here, as 
a proof of our present theme, namely, 
the various ways in which at the outset of 
their history, as well as here in its after 
course, satanic hatred] assailed the purpose 
of God. 

Very blessed is it to see how in that day, 
as now, God will have His witnesses to the 
excellency of His purpose and thought, as 
well as His delight and ability to make 
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them good ; hence satanic energy here calls 
to the forefront the testimony of faith and 
faithfulness in Joshua and Caleb. And 
may we not learn a lesson in these days 
from the loyalty of these devoted men of 
God and servants of the Lord ? Does not 
their simple yet mighty appeal rebuke the 
fears and faint-heartedness of many at this 
present time ? " The land is an exceeding 
good land" was faith's simple rejoinder 
then to all Satan's hindrances, and is it 
different to-day? Surely the spirit of 
Numbers xiv. is working sadly at the pre- 
sent moment. Not only are there the 
faint-hearted and fearful, who are ever 
ready to parade the anti-types of the 
Amalekites, Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, 
and Canaanites, as these formerly were; 

but there are not wanting those who never 

h2 
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miss an opportunity of heaping terms of 
scorn and contempt upon the truth which 
sets forth the Christian's present heavenly- 
standing as in Christ in heaven, ridiculing 
it as transcendentalism, or mere shibboleth, 
and trading for the purpose of opposition, 
upon the failures and inconsistencies of 
those who, feeble though they be, yet have 

their heart's desires set on the present mind 
and purpose of God about His saints. 

It needs but little perception to discover 
in all this hatred of and opposition to the 
truth, the malice of Satan, the god and 
prince of this world ; and, moreover, those 
who oppose in this manner are for the most 
part worldly and earthly minded them- 
selves, and thus betray the real secret of 
their dislike. Alas ! that they should shew 
themselves to be the representatives of like 
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characters in the past, and that the history 
of the searching of the land should be thus 
sadly repeated. The Lord grant His saints 
of to-day faith in His present purpose and 
mind respecting them, as well as faith in 
His heart and His hand to make that 
purpose good. 

The next instance of satanic opposition 
is furnished by the history of the two tribes 
and a half; the record of their sorrowful 
choice and inducing second causes, is con- 
tained in Numbers xxxii., as well as Joshua 
xxii. I say second cause, because the insti- 
gation was in the first instance satanic, as 
was the case in the previous history of the 
nation. Now let me recur to the purpose 
of God again, in order to shew the opposi- 
tion of Satan, expressed in the history of 
these tribes. His purpose was Canaan, 
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which is beyond Jordan ; the place of their 
choice was not Egypt, it was beyond the 
Red Sea, this side Euphrates, but not 
Canaan; the inducing causes were their 
numerous cattle, and the land of Gilead 
and Jazer afforded wonderful opportunities 
for this. Thus blinded and losing sight of 
the call of God, their choice is expressed in 
these mournful words : " Bring us not over 
Jordan." " Alas ! these beautiful meadows, 
well suited to feed their flocks, have found 
but too many Lots and tribes of Israel 
to settle in them to their loss." Such 
was their history; for in after days, when 
Israel's sin and weakness left them the 
ready prey of their foes — the enemies of 
God, the lovely country this side Jordan 
was the first that passed into the enemies' 
hands. 
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Has not all this a solemn voice for saints 
in the present time ? Are there not those 
who have made a similar choice, having 
taken their place this side Jordan, that is, 
this side death and resurrection, applied to 
the soul by the Spirit of God ? Is it asked, 
what can that mean? There can be no 
question, it is worldly Christianity on this 
side of death and resurrection. How many 
of the saints have cast in their lot here, 
settling down in the place of wandering, 
the heart clinging to what is this side 
death and resurrection ; short of the pur- 
pose and mind of God about His saints at 
this time ! 

It is striking to observe the resemblance 
between these tribes and some now-a-days ; 
they did not desire or intend to give up 
being Israelites: by no means; but they 
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would be Israelites this side Jordan ; and is 
it not so at the present time ? Are there 
not saints who, from one supposed cause or 
another, stop short of the call of God? 
They are not lacking in either zeal or 
earnestness, but some, through fear and 
timidity, others from dislike and distaste, 
yet both equally, say : " Bring us not over 
Jordan." 

A counterpart to all this is found in 
2 Timothy iv. Were not all that forsook 
the apostle, as well as Demas, practically 
the two and a half tribes of that day? 
They did not either in fact or intention 
give up Christ, any more than Reuben, 
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, the 
altar of Shiloh, or the position of the Israel 
of God ; yet who can fail to see that " lov- 
ing this present world " is taking possession 
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this side death and resurrection? And 
what is forsaking the apostle, the heavenly 
man in the wilderness, but a practical 
denial of the truth that "our common- 
wealth has its existence in the heavens"? 
Thus we see how the antagonism of safari ic 
power was and is directed to defeat the 
purpose of God respecting His saints, 
whether past or present ; and, of this, the 
history of the two tribes and a half, as well 
as those who like Demas, deserted the 
apostle Paul, are melancholy instances. The 
Lord make His saints of to-day divinely 
watchful as to this. 

The next instance of satanic opposition 
is that furnished by the sorrowful history 
of Israel in the land, and of this Joshua 
xxiii., compared with the book of Judges, 
is the mournful record. They failed as- 
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grievously in Canaan as they did in appre- 
hending Jehovah's purposes respecting them 
ere they reached the goodly land itself. 
We have seen how, in various ways, satanic 
opposition displayed itself in keeping them 
short of Jetovah's purpose and revealed 
mind ; and now we have briefly to trace like 
enmity and opposition in making them 
inconsistent with that purpose whilst 
seemingly answering to it. 

In Joshua xxiii. 6-12, they are warned 
in the most earnest manner by Joshua him- 
self, his advanced years and his "going the 
way of all the earth" lending peculiar 
solemnity to his charge. Observe these 
three points here: — 

1. Courage to obey and cleave to the 
Lord. 

2. He warns them as to false worship. 
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3. He warns them as to false associations. 

In other words, he tells them their snare 
would be in the religious and social direc- 
tions. I need not detail the manner in 
which this solemn charge was lost upon 
guilty Israel, nor the various steps down- 
ward taken with all the gradual character- 
istics that mark decline, until Gilgal is 
exchanged for Bochim. 

The history suggests many a solemn 
thought as to his saints of to-day, and the 
various depths of Satan in opposing the 
purpose of God. To those who judge after 
a human method or standing it is preferable 
to be short of the mind of God than to be 
inconsistent with it; that is to say, it is 
better to be the two and a half tribes this 
side Jordan than the tribes the other side. 
But I plead that the man of faith would 
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never so judge. On the contrary, he, 
sorrowful, convicted yet confiding, turns to 
the Lord in earnest longing to be preserved 
from the failure of both ; timid it may be, 
yet full of trust, he is possessed by the pur- 
pose and mind of God to have him in 
heaven in spirit now, as in body presently, 
and to maintain him on the earth true in 
practice to what he is in standing and 
position, namely, a heavenly man, one who 
belongs to " the circumcision,' who worship 
by the Spirit of God, and boast in Christ 
Jesus and do not trust in flesh. " As such, 
he seeks grace to walk becomingly; he 
seeks preservation from all that which prac- 
tically is a blot upon testimony, either on 
the side of God or his own side ; he culti- 
vates an unworldly spirit, because he belongs 
to heaven, and as the true security against 



THIS SIDE JORDAN AND BEYOND. 115 

worldly ways in his business and his home ; 
having a home in heaven he lives there, but 
from it addresses himself in true stranger- 
ship to all he is called to undertake on 
earth. This, I very earnestly plead, would 
mark the man of faith; he would avoid 
being short of the mind of God, as of being 
inconsistent with it, while waiting and look- 
ing from heaven for the Saviour,' the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

May the Lord, in His grace, preserve His 
truth to His saints in these last days, and 
defeat the devices of Satan, who seeks to 
set aside His purpose, and so rob them of 
their portion and blessing. 
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